
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It is nor mally at year end that w e reflect back on the past y ear’s
challenges and triumphs and plan for a better year ahead. Annual
reports compel us to embark on a similar process, but during 2010
the ACBF Board has been in what f eels like a constant process of
reflection and planning. We have had many triumphs to celebrate.
The Building Bridges Campaign to build the endowment has ended
successfully. Last year, we met the $1,000,000 mark and the majority
of five year pledges have now been completed. Attorneys Against
Hunger also surpassed the $1,000,000 mark in providing assistance
to local f ood pantr ies and hunger ser vice agencies over the last

eighteen years. With your help, we were able to distribute over $23,000 in grants to legal
aid providers to assist them in dev eloping programs to meet the needs of their tar get
communities. Through donations to our named funds,  the f oundation awarded over
$37,000 in loans and scholar ships to deser ving law school and high schools. In the last
reporting year, over 9,000 disadvantaged clients were served by almost 1,000 volunteers
through the Pro Bono Center programs.  It has been quite an active year.

Yet, these numbers also reflect the need for new initiatives and a renewed commitment
to continuing to provide assistance to the community. While we celebrate the successes,
we also must recognize that the need in our community has increased significantly. Just as
our clients expect us to be ahead of the next legal development in their representation,
we must commit our selves to sta ying ahead of the needs of our member s and the
community at large. Whether by establishing a new clinic , funding a new progr am,

increasing loans and scholarships when other funding sources are decreasing, or being the
safety net for our own members through the Lawyers Fund, the foundation continues to
anticipate and respond to the needs of our constituents.  

At a recent foundation Board retreat, the Board author ized several new initiatives to
ensure that the foundation can continue to meet the legal needs of our community. You
will be hearing about several of these new initiatives over the next year. The Board viewed
2010 as a crossroads for the foundation. We either had the option to pat our selves on
the back for a job well done and maintain the status quo while we wait for the economy to
improve, or our other option – the option chosen by the Board – which is to continue
to fulfill our mission to be a “driving force” in promoting justice for all and improving the
community through public service law related programs. Being the dr iving force means
constantly moving forward to ensure that the necessary programs are available for both
our members and the community at large and to ensure that the funds are available to
support those programs. Our work requires the dedication of time, effort and money to
see results, but as evidenced in this annual report, 2010 has been another year of results.
Your commitment to the f oundation has been invaluable and we know that working
together we can continue to make a difference in the community.

Sincerely, Vicki L. Beatty, Esq.
President, ACBF

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Since the bar foundation was established, it has been touted as the
philanthropic “arm” of the Allegheny County Bar Association. I think
this is a serious misconception. The bar foundation is much more than
merely an appendage. I am going to go out on a limb (no pun intended)
and redefine the foundation as the “heart” of the bar association. 

Why the hear t? This is why. We are def initely a vital or gan for many attorneys and
community members as well. If you look at the bar association as the brains, carrying on
the daily activities of an association, the foundation is doing the hear tfelt projects.
This doesn’t mean that the association has cor nered the market on the brains; we run
a very strong and well-structured foundation. Our programs just happen to be the ones
that remind people that w e, as attor neys, have a lot to off er to help impro ve our
community. Whether it’s through pro bono, public service, philanthropy, or education,
we garner massive amounts of good will for our bar. 

We do the work that makes you feel good about yourself, your career as a lawyer, and
your commitment to making this community better. If you volunteer, these are the cases
you will take home with you and talk about, especially if you are not involved in poverty
law as a career. These are the cases that aff ect families and children and sometimes,
even change lives. I know. I have done this w ork for long enough to kno w that sleep
comes easy when you feel like you have done something to help make someone else’s
life better. And in this business, sleep usually doesn’t come easy very often. 

If you are too busy to volunteer, you can feel just as good through your donations. Don’t
underestimate the power of a gift! Giving a gift to the foundation is just as important as
volunteering. You are just as much a par t of the programs of the foundation. In fact, it is
your monetary contribution that allows us to be here in the first place and gives us the
ability to run all our great programs. And it is as simple as this, the more you give, the more
we can do . We will make sure your gift is used wisel y and proper ly to best meet the
unique mission of the foundation to help balance justice in our community. We give you
the opportunity to join in. We aren’t selfish with all these great projects. We want you to
feel great too! 

We are going places—good places—and we want you to come along. It is not just for the
ride, though. You will roll-up y our sleeves, get your feet wet, and/or open y our wallet.
Whatever the cliché, I can guarantee that it will warm your heart! So, please don’t call us an
“arm” anymore. I am asking you to embrace the foundation as the “heart,” a part of your heart. 

Let us be a vital part of our bar association. If you agree, the next time you see us, point
to your heart and give us the thumbs-up. Let’s start the new identity process. And now,
with that said, let’s get on with the work because there is so much to do. 

Article originally published in the December 3, 2010 issue of the Lawyers Journal, Vol. 12, NO. 25

Sincerely, Lorrie K. Albert, Esq.
Director, ACBF
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“We do the work that makes you feel good about yourself,
your career as a lawyer, and your commitment to making
this community better.”



FOUNDATION AT A GLANCE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT

Vicki L. Beatty, Esq., Campbell Durrant Beatty Palombo & Miller, P.C.

VICE PRESIDENT
Carol A. Behers, Esq., Raphael Ramsden & Behers, PC

TREASURER
Deborah L. Kutzavitch, Esq., The Hillman Company

SECRETARY
Kenneth M. Argentieri, Esq., Duane Morris LLP

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Stephan K. Todd, Esq.

TRUSTEES
Thomas J. Dempsey, Jr., Esq.

David B. Fawcett, Esq., Dickie McCamey & Chilcote, PC
Hon. Lawrence W. Kaplan (Ret.), Rothman Gordon, PC

Joseph A. Macerelli, Esq., Grogan Graffam, PC
Mark A. Martini, Esq., Robb Leonard Mulvihill LLP

Mary C. McGinley, Esq., Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP
Rhoda Shear Neft, Esq.

Adrian Nathaniel Roe, Esq., Adrian N. Roe PC
Melaine Shannon Rothey, Esq., Jones Gregg Creehan & Gerace LLP

Eric W. Springer, Esq., Duquesne University
Richard S. Wiedman, Esq., Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ATTORNEYS AGAINST HUNGER
Bryan Scott Neft, Esq., Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti, LLP
Mary C. McGinley, Esq., Meyer Unkovic & Scott LLP

DEVELOPMENT 
Thomas J. Dempsey, Jr.
Hon. Lawrence W. Kaplan (Ret.), Rothman Gordon, PC

FELLOWS
Carol A. Behers, Esq., Raphael Ramsden & Behers, PC
Carol S. Mills McCarthy, Esq., McCarthy, McDonald, Schulberg & Joy

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Patricia Diulus-Myers, Esq., Jackson Lewis LLP

GRANT MAKING
Adrian Nathaniel Roe, Esq., Adrian N. Roe PC

LOANS & SCHOLARSHIP
Mark F. Nowak, Esq., Thorp, Reed & Armstrong LLP

PUBLIC SERVICE
Barbara L. Payne, Esq.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
David A. Blaner
dblaner@acba.org

ASSISTANT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

David J. Leonard, CPA
dleonard@acba.org

FOUNDATION
PROGRAMS & PROJECTS

COORDINATOR
Erin Rhodes

erhodes@acba.org

DIRECTOR 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY

BAR FOUNDATION
Lorrie K. Albert, Esq.

lalbert@acba.org

PRO BONO
COORDINATOR
Barbara Griffin, Esq.

bgriffin@acba.org
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2010 FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS
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The ACBA Environment & Energy Law Section hosted a river cruise fundraiser on June
10, 2010 aboard the RiverQuest Explorer (the “Green Boat”), raising over $5,000 for the
newly established ACBF Environment & Energy Law Section Scholarship Fund. This fund will
serve to continue the Section’s tradition of awarding annual scholarships to law students at
Duquesne University and the University of Pittsburgh who have demonstrated an
interest in pursuing a career in environmental law and who meet other criteria set forth
by the Section. The Section believ es the scholar ships will pla y an impor tant role in
getting law students in volved in environmental law ear ly in their career s and will help
maintain interest in the environmental field.

ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY LAW SECTION ESTABLISHES SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

GREEN BOAT CO-SPONSORS
Duquesne University School of Law
University of Pittsburgh School of Law

FOOD SPONSOR
Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir, PC

BEVERAGE SPONSOR
American Geosciences, Inc.

GOLD SPONSOR
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, LLP
Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP

SILVER SPONSOR
AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc.
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

BRONZE SPONSOR
Dickie, McCamey & Chilcote, PC
KU Resources, Inc.
Neumeyer Environmental Services, Inc.

ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY LAW SECTION FUNDRAISER
SPONSORS

In November 2010, the ACBA Institute for Gender Equality (IGE) fund was tr ansferred
to the bar foundation. The transfer enables donors to make tax-deductible gifts to the
Institute. Established in 2008, the IGE addresses gender equality issues through
series-based sessions aimed at educating both practitioners and firm decision-makers. 

If you are interested in donating to the IGE fund,
contact Lorrie Albert at (412) 402-6640 or lalbert@acba.org.

FOUNDATION TO HOUSE INSTITUTE FOR GENDER EQUALITY FUND

Scholarship Fundraiser held on Pittsburgh’s RiverQuest Explorer



YLD SECOND ANNUAL COMEDY NIGHT
The YLD’s second annual Comedy Night was held on April 1, 2010 at the Improv Comedy
Club at the Waterfront. With over 150 guests in attendance , the ev ent r aised over
$10,500 for the foundation. Local comedian and radio personality Mike Wysocki opened
the show, followed by renowned comedian Bill y Elmer who has appeared on HBO ,
Showtime, and Comedy Central, among others. Special thanks to event chairs Marla Presley,
Jill Albrecht and Elizabeth Collura, and members of the Comedy Night committee.
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ACBA YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION FUNDRAISERS

COCKTAIL HOUR SPONSOR
Larrimor’s

COMEDIAN SPONSOR
Burns White, LLC
Caroselli Beachler McTiernan & Conboy
USI Affinity

GOLD SPONSOR
Fifth Third Bank 
Ogletree Deakins Nash

Smoak & Stewart, PC
Scanlon ADR Services
Swensen Perer & Kontos

SILVER SPONSOR
Goodrich & Goodrich, P.C.
KPMG LLP
Proliance formerly ACBA Services, Inc.

BRONZE SPONSOR
Chiurazzi and Mengine LLC
Duquesne University School of Law
Gentile, Horoho & Avalli, P.C.
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott LLP
Pollock Begg Komar Glasser LLC

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION
Hal and Erica Coffey
Elizabeth and Michael Collura
Dapper, Baldasare, Benson,

Behling & Kane PC
Mike and Kim Feeney
Matis Baum Rizza O’Connor
Pennsylvania Bar Association

Young Lawyers Division
Point Legal LLC
Marla Presley
Robert Peirce & Associates
Two Men And A Truck

IN-KIND DONORS
Amazing Yoga
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Birdsfoot Golf Club
Burton Morris Galleries
Capital Grille
The Carlton Restaurant
Carnegie Museums of Art

and Natural History
Carnegie Science Center
City Theater
Common Plea Restaurant
Footloose
Gresock and Morgante Chiropractic
Gypsy Café
Heinz History Center
Houlihan’s
Kim’s Martial Arts and Fitness 
Larrimor’s
Nakama Japanese Steakhouse
Opera Theater of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh CLO
Pittsburgh International Children’s Festival
Pittsburgh Irish and Classical Theatre
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium
Renaissance Pittsburgh Hotel
Silk Screen Asian Movie Festival
South Hills Village
Union Grill
Venture Outdoors
Washington Wild Things
YLD BLI Class
YLD Council
YLD Member Services Committee

YLD SCAVENGER HUNT 
The YLD hosted its first annual Scavenger Hunt on October 22, 2010, raising over $2,000
for the foundation. Near ly 100 par ticipants set out into the streets of do wntown
Pittsburgh to collect clues and complete challenges. Special thanks to event chairs Marla
Presley, Jill Albrecht and Aaron Asher.
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bit-x-bit, LLC
Caputo & Caputo, P.C.
Easy Street Restaurant
Goehring Rutter & Boehm

Manion McDonough & Lucas, P.C.
Pollock, Begg, Komar & Glasser LLC
Swensen Perer & Kontos
Tavern 245

YLD COMEDY NIGHT SPONSORS

YLD SCAVENGER HUNT SPONSORS

From left, event co-chair Jill Albrecht, comedian Mike Wysocki, event co-chair
Marla Presley, comedian Billy Elmer, and event co-chair Elizabeth Collura. 

The winning team, from left:
Emily Fullerton, Michael Watson, Erica Koehl, and Jim McGraw.
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BUILDING BRIDGES TO THE FUTURE ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN
$1 Million and Growing… We couldn’t have done it without you!

The “Building Bridges to the Future” Endowment campaign was launched in 2005 to ensure that the foundation will continue to serve
the bar and the community for years to come.  The campaign’s goal was to raise $1 million by 2010.  To date, the fund holds $1.3
million in cash assets and is still growing!  

Pledges are still being accepted. If you would like to play a role in building a stronger future for the ACBF,
please contact Lorrie Albert at (412) 402-6640 or lalbert@acba.org.

REACHING MILESTONES

TIER I - $25,000
Dickie McCamey & Chilcote
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellot
K & L Gates Fund of 

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Malakoff Family Fund of 

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Pietragallo Gordon Alfano

Bosick & Raspanti
Reed Smith
Thorp Reed & Armstrong
Tucker Arensberg

TIER II - $6,000 TO $15,000
$6,000
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney
$10,000
McGuire Woods
$12,500
Meyer Darragh Buckler Bebenek & Eck
$15,000
Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir
Cohen & Grigsby
Goehring Rutter & Boehm
Jones Day
Meyer Unkovic & Scott
Pepper Hamilton

TIER III - $5,000
Campbell Durrant Beatty

Palombo & Miller
Caroselli, Beachler, McTiernan & Conboy
DeForest Koscelnik Yokitis

Kaplan & Berardinelli
Edgar Snyder & Associates
McCarthy, McDonald, Schulberg & Joy
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
Portnoy & Quinn
Raphael Ramsden & Behers
Riley, Hewitt, Witte & Romano
Weinheimer Schadel & Haber
Williams Coulson Johnson

Lloyd Parker & Tedesco
Zimmer Kunz

TIER IV - $500 TO $2,500
$500
Kuhn Engle & Stein
$1,000
Strassburger McKenna Gutnick & Gefsky
$2,500
Bentz Law Firm
Calaiaro & Corbett
Griffith McCague & Wallace
Rawle & Henderson
Rudov & Stein

PLAINTIFF FIRMS
$1,000
Meyers Giuffre Evans & Schwarzwaelder
$5,000
Ainsman, Levine & Drexler
$10,000
John A. Caputo

MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS
$100
Roslyn M. Litman
$1,000
Seymour A. Sikov
$1,000
Burns White
$2,000
Ellen M. Doyle

PATRON DONORS- $4,000 ABOVE
SUSTAINING FELLOWS PLEDGE
Kenneth M. Argentieri
Edwin H. Beachler
Carol A. Behers
Vicki L. Beatty
Joan Ellenbogen
Laura E. Ellsworth
Ann Ewart
David B. Fawcett *

Hon. Nora Barry Fischer
Ronald J. Fischer
Robert N. Gentile *
Laurence B. Green *
George B. Handelsman
Paula Hopkins *
Jeffrey J. Leech *
Michael P. Malakoff
Carol S. Mills McCarthy *
J. Frank McKenna
William J. McKim
Edward G. O’Connor
Robert J. Ridge
Hon. Jacqueline O. Shogan
Hon. William L. Standish *
Frederick W. Thieman
Stephan K. Todd
Bruce Lord Wilder
Joanne Ross Wilder
Susan A. Yohe

* denotes new Patron in 2010

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN DONORS:
Endowment Donors as of March 31, 2011

SERVING THE PUBLIC GOOD
PUBLIC INTEREST LAW FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
The Public Interest Law Fellowship Program (PILFP) marked its second year by awarding financial stipends, ranging from $1,500 to $3,500, to twenty-five attorneys working in the
public service field. Created in 2009 through a generous grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development, PILFP has awarded $100,000 over two
years to twenty-seven public service attorneys who have demonstrated exemplary job performance and financial need. 

To qualify for the program, applicants must be active members of the ACBA, employed full time by an ACBA recognized civil legal service agency as defined by the ACBA dues
structure, and commit to an additional year of full-time employment at one of the recognized agencies. 

The ACBF recently learned that it has been pre-approved by the state to receive an additional $50,000 in funding.



In 2010, the bar foundation awarded $37,250 in educational loans and scholarships to deserving law school and high school students. The awards are established
by a var iety of named funds administered b y the foundation and require each student to meet cr iteria depending on the fund’s purpose. Some factors taken
into consideration may include financial need, strong academic performance, excellent writing and oral argument skills, and excellence in certain areas of the law.

2010 ACBF SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
For more information on scholarship and award funds, see page 21.

EDUCATIONAL AWARDS
ACBF AWARDS $37,250 IN LOANS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
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DANIEL B. DIXON SCHOLARSHIP
Gary K. Heald, Jr., University of Pittsburgh

GERALD K. GIBSON AWARD
Lin Duan, Duquesne University

Frank Guadagnino, University of Pittsburgh
Jason Kelly, Duquesne University

F.C. GROTE SCHOLARSHIP
Geneva Campbell, University of Pennsylvania

Katie Fleet, University of Pittsburgh
Quinntarra Morant, University of Pittsburgh

HON. CAROL LOS MANSMANN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Ashley DeCicco, Duquesne University

LYNETTE NORTON MEMORIAL AWARD
Michaelene Elise Weimer, Duquesne University

HON. JOSEPH H. RIDGE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Joseph Balestrino, Duquesne University

ACADEMY OF TRIAL LAWYERS WILLIAM S. SCHWEERS, SR. ESSAY CONTEST
1st Place Eric Wasserman Stern - Allderdice High School

2nd Place Scott Wasserman Stern - Allderdice High School
3rd Place Katherine Standbridge - Hampton High School

Gary K. Heald, Jr. Geneva Campbell Katie Fleet Quinntarra Morant Ashley DeCicco Michaelene Elise
Weimer

Joseph Balestrino
Dixon Scholarship Grote Scholarship Mansmann Scholarship

Norton Award
Ridge ScholarshipGrote Scholarship Grote Scholarship


